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H 
undreds of NPC 

members gath-

ered in West-

minster at the begin-

ning of March to oppose 

the BBC’s plans to cut 

the TV licence for the 

over 75s, and to de-

mand that the govern-

ment take back respon-

sibility for funding the 

concession. 

The protest took place 

as the BBC considers 

the results of its recent 

consultation on the fu-

ture of the concession-

ary scheme. 

Sources suggest that 

the broadcaster is un-

likely to make any for-

mal announcement be-

fore the summer, alt-

hough two options ap-

pear to be gathering 

support: raising the age 

of eligibility to 80 and 

reducing the value of 

the concession. 

Campaigners say 

there are 1.6 million 

over-75s with a disabil-

ity, many of whom have 

serious mobility issues 

and could lose their TV 

licence if the rules are 

changed.  

In the meantime, pres-

sure is mounting to stop 

any cut, with the NPC’s 

campaign receiving sup-

port from MPs, trade 

unions and the Mirror 

newspaper. 

A petition with Age UK 

which aims to safe-

guard the concession, 

currently has over 

80,000 signatories and 

you can add your sup-

port via: http://

ageuk.org.uk/tvpetition. 

N 
ew evidence 

from the Centre 

for Ageing Better 

has revealed that mil-

lions of people risk 

missing out on a good 

retirement due to in-

creasing pressure on 

health and care ser-

vices, and low incomes. 

Their report, The State 

of Ageing in 2019 warns 

that today’s least well-

off over 50s face great-

er challenges than 

wealthier peers and are 

likely to die younger, 

become sicker earlier 

and fall out of work due 

to ill health. 

The  evidence shows 

huge differences in how 

people experience age-

ing depending on fac-

tors such as where they 

live, their income, their 

sex or ethnicity. 

For example, the poor-

est are three times 

more likely than the 

wealthiest to retire early 

because of ill health. 

Although the popula-

tion is ageing, a signifi-

cant and increasing 

number of people are 

managing multiple 

health conditions and 

mobility problems from 

mid-life onwards, with 

23% of those aged 50 

to 64 having three or 

more long-term health 

problems. 

The report also re-

veals that pensioner 

poverty is rising for the 

first time since 2010 

and is more prevalent 

for women and black, 

Asian and minority eth-

nic groups. 

At least 1.3 m over 

55s also live in homes 

that are hazardous to 

their health.  

Ron Douglas, NPC 

president said: “The 

idea that we can simply 

keep raising the state 

pension age flies in the 

face of all the evidence 

which shows how more 

and more people are 

struggling to work even 

up to 65, let alone 68 or 

beyond.” 

“The pensioners of 

tomorrow are going to 

be more reliant on the 

state pension and de-

cent care services than 

earlier generations.” 

“That’s why it is vital 

that we unite the gener-

ations in the campaign 

for better state pen-

sions and a National 

Care Service that is free 

at the point of need.” 

Protest tells BBC: Hands off our TV licence 
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Campaign 

Dates 

Pensioners’  

Parliament 2019 

Tuesday-Thursday 

11-13 June, Winter 

Gardens, Black-

pool. Cost £10 or 

£5 for one day. 

Speakers include 

Dave Ward (CWU), 

Zita Holbourne 

(PCS), Richard Wil-

kinson (author) and 

Eddie Lynch (NI 

Older People’s 

Commissioner) 
 

Yorkshire and 

Humberside  

Transport Conf 

Saturday 1 June, 

11.30am-3.30pm, 

Barnsley Civic, free 

entry + lunch. Call 

07967348880 for 

details 

 

Early Day Motion 

2046 

The NPC is asking 

all supporters to 

contact their MP to 

ask them to sup-

port EDM 2046 

proposed by Jeremy 

Corbyn on the re-

tention of the TV 

licence for the over 

75s 

Green paper without the £s 

A 
 draft green paper on 

the future of social 

care has been draft-

ed and circulated to govern-

ment departments, but ap-

parently there is no chapter 

on funding and no date for 

publication, the NPC can re-

veal. 

A meeting is also planned 

sometime in April between 

the Health Secretary and the 

Prime Minister, but if the PM 

is replaced as a result of 

Brexit it is likely to push back 

social care reform even fur-

ther.  

So far the document has 

been delayed six times. 

Meanwhile, soaring num-

bers are being left without 

support to get out of bed, 

dress, wash or go to the lava-

tory, according to a number 

of hospital leaders.  

Millions more rely on un-

paid care from relatives and 

friends. 

The NPC believes these 

loved ones are acting like 

shock absorbers in a system 

that is clearly failing our most 

vulnerable citizens. 

Women are being left to 

shoulder the bulk of unpaid 

care work for two genera-

tions of their family because 

of the government’s failure to 

act.  

A report released by Age 

UK shows that women make 

up 68% of the UK’s 1.25 mil-

lion “sandwich carers”, those 

caring for an older relative 

and children because of a 

lack of acceptable social 

care. 

Women also accounted for 

84% – nearly 75,000 people 

– of those providing 35 

hours of unpaid care work a 

week.   

Fuel bills on the increase  

A 
verage annual house-

hold energy bills 

across all payment 

types increased last year by 

£65 (up 5.2% to £1,314) 

compared to 2017, accord-

ing to the latest official fig-

ures. 

Average electricity and gas 

bills were £49 and £16 high-

er respectively. 

The figures come as more 

than one over-65s in five was 

forced to cut back on their 

energy use this winter just so 

they would be able to afford 

their bills. 

 Industry figures also show 

almost half (48%) of older 

people are worried about the 

cost of their energy, while 

one in eight (12%) don't think 

they can afford any increase. 

One over-65 in 12 said 

their health suffered because 

they limit the amount of heat-

ing they use while one in 14 

said they were considering 

downsizing their home to 

reduce their energy bills. 

Last winter, the UK wit-

nessed the death of 50,100 

older people due to cold re-

lated illnesses  - the highest 

figure on record for 40 years. 

"Nobody should be forced 

to sacrifice their health in 

order to heat their home, and 

especially not some of the 

most vulnerable members of 

our society,” said Dot Gibson, 

NPC deputy general secre-

tary. 

"It should be an absolute 

priority to ensure that they 

are able to afford their ener-

gy costs and appropriately 

heat their home." 

The NPC continues to cam-

paign for the household win-

ter fuel allowance to be set 

at £500 to account for the 

year-on-year increases in fuel 

bills. 

B 
ritain’s com-

petition 

watchdog is 

launching a full 

investigation into 

the UK funeral mar-

ket after it found 

the cost of organis-

ing a funeral in-

creased by 6% 

each year – twice 

the inflation rate – 

for the last 14 

years. 

The Competition 

and Markets Au-

thority (CMA) said 

funerals typically 

cost sev-

eral 

thou-

sand 

pounds 

and ac-

cused 

some 

funeral 

directors 

of taking 

advantage by 

charging high pric-

es at a time when 

its customers were 

vulnerable. 

The average cost 

of a funeral in Brit-

ain is £4,271, 

which is 68% high-

er than a decade 

ago.  

Cremations ac-

count for 75% of 

funerals and the 

average fee has 

gone up 84% over 

the period to £737.  

The investigation 

will focus on funer-

al director and cre-

mation services 

and should be com-

pleted within 18 

months. 

Sign a friend up to 

receive copies of 

the Campaign!  

E-Bulletin - simply 

send an email to: 

info@npcuk.org or 

follow us on  

Facebook and 

Twitter 

Funerals 

under  

scrutiny 


