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Every year, 

tens of  

thousands of 

older people 

die of cold-

related  

illnesses, and 

yet it barely 

makes the 

headlines 
© NPC 

 

T 
he NPC has 

called on the En-

ergy Minister, 

Claire Perry MP to re-

sign following news that 

the scale of winter 

deaths among the coun-

try’s older population 

reached the highest 

figure since 1975/76. 

 Official figures show 

an estimated 50,100 

excess winter deaths 

occurred in England and 

Wales between Decem-

ber 2017 and March 

2018.  

This equates to 417 

deaths a day or 17 

deaths an hour.  

During the winter 

months of 2017 to 

2018, the number of 

daily deaths exceeded 

the daily five-year aver-

age for all days except 

25 March. 

The figures also 

showed that excess 

winter mortality in 2017 

to 2018 significantly 

increased from 2016 to 

2017 in all English re-

gions and Wales, and 

those affected the most 

were females and peo-

ple aged 85 and over. 

Jan Shortt, NPC gen-

eral secretary said: 

“Successive govern-

ments have simply ig-

nored the problem of 

winter deaths amongst 

the older population 

and seem to have a 

policy of crossing their 

fingers and hoping 

things will improve.” 

“These figures show 

this policy simply 

doesn’t work – and 

things are now the 

worst they’ve been for 

over 40 years.” 

“It’s time someone 

took responsibility and 

that has to lie with the 

Energy Minister,” she 

added. 

At least 1.4 million 

older people are already 

in fuel poverty, and al-

most one in three live in 

homes with inadequate 

heating or insulation 

making their homes 

more difficult to heat or 

keep warm.  

The key to tackling 

winter deaths is to 

make sure older people 

have got a well-

insulated, warm home 

and the income needed 

to pay the fuel bills.  

This is a basic require-

ment of what a decent 

society should do.  

IMF wants to means-test UK state pension 

T 
he International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) has called on 

the UK government to 

consider means-testing the state 

pension.  

It claims that such a move 

would make the system fairer 

and more affordable. 

The IMF also suggested that 

the state pension age would 

need to rise, while the triple lock 

indexation policy should be re-

formed. 

Ron Douglas, NPC president 

said: “The UK already has the 

least adequate state pension 

across the 37 OECD countries, 

and this proposal would end up 

increasing the number of older 

people living in poverty.” 

“It also raises huge questions 

for future generations of pen-

sioners, who are going to be 

even more reliant on the state 

pension than their predeces-

sors.” 

“All the IMF can offer them is 

working longer and getting less,” 

he added. 

The full basic state pension for 

those who retired before April 

2016 will rise next year by just 

£3.25 to £129.20 a week. 
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Campaign 

Dates 

Dignity Action Day 

Friday 1 February 

2019, NPC groups 

and regions across 

the UK will be hold-

ing events to high-

light the need for 

dignity in care. A 

key theme this time 

will be the need for 

a new, tax-funded 

National Care Ser-

vice. More details 

to follow 

 

Biennial Delegate 

Conference 2019 

NPC regions and 

national pensioner 

groups will gather 

in March to debate 

policy and elect 

officers. More de-

tails to follow 

 

Pensioners’  

Parliament 2019 

Tuesday-Thursday 

11-13 June, Winter 

Gardens, Black-

pool. Cost £10 or 

£5 for one day. The 

event will include 

an opening rally, 

specialist sessions, 

entertainment and 

a plenary session 

BBC attacks 75+ TV licence 

T 
he BBC is planning to 

remove the conces-

sionary TV licence for 

the over 75s, after the gov-

ernment forced them to pick 

up the bill for it in 2020, the 

NPC has warned. 

In a consultation exercise 

ending in February, the 

broadcaster is seeking to 

reduce the value of the con-

cession by 50%, means-test 

it or remove it completely. 

Yet for over a million of the 

oldest people in our country, 

television is their main form 

of company.  

Almost a third of over 75s 

are living in poverty or just 

above the poverty line.  

For them, paying a hefty 

extra bill would simply be 

impossible when they’re 

barely scraping by as it is.  

Half of all over 75s are also 

living with a disability, and 

many rely on their TV for 

companionship and enter-

tainment.  

For those who don’t have 

the internet, TV lets them 

stay up to date with what’s 

happening in the world.  

Removing their access to 

TV would be a cruel blow 

when they’re already facing 

such huge challenges. 

Dot Gibson, NPC deputy 

general secretary said: “It’s 

the government’s responsi-

bility to look after vulnerable 

older people, not the BBC’s.” 

The NPC has joined with 

Age UK and other pensioner 

organisations to mount a 

campaign against the 

change, and the first step is 

to encourage people to sign 

a petition at: ageuk.org.uk/

tvpetition. 

Cuts to meals on wheels 

A 
 quarter of 

all UK 

councils 

have stopped of-

fering meals on 

wheels since 

2014, according to 

the latest research 

by the National 

Association of Care 

Catering (NACC). 

As a result, it 

means that just 

42% of local au-

thorities now offer 

any kind of service.  

Neel Radia, the 

NACC chair said: 

“Meals on wheels 

are a vital part of 

social care and a 

lifeline which helps 

many older people 

keep independent 

in their own 

homes.” 

“It’s not just 

about the food 

though, because 

those who deliver 

the meals also 

regularly check on 

their customers 

and make sure 

their health isn’t 

deteriorating.” 

“For some, the 

meals on wheels 

delivery might be 

the only friendly 

face they see from 

one day to the 

next,” he added. 

The NACC re-

search showed 

that the North 

West of England is 

now the worst area 

of the country for 

meals on wheels, 

with only 13% of 

councils providing 

services. 

The situation 

around the rest of 

the UK shows only 

45% of councils in 

Wales provide a 

service, compared 

to 61% in Scotland 

and 80% in North-

ern Ireland. 

The cost of the 

average meal has 

also fallen in the 

last two years, 

from £4.30 to 

£3.60. 

The latest health 

care study re-

vealed that 33% of 

all over 65s admit-

ted to hospital 

were suffering 

from malnutrition, 

costing a stagger-

ing £7.7bn to the 

NHS. 

The NPC is call-

ing on the govern-

ment to make the 

provision of meals 

on wheels a statu-

tory service.  

T 
he Competi-

tion and Mar-

kets Authori-

ty (CMA) has an-

nounced a long-

term investigation 

into the funeral 

sector.  

The CMA believes 

that recent price 

rises do not appear 

to be justified by 

cost increases or 

quality improve-

ments. 

Today, people 

spend between 

£3000 and £5000 

organis-

ing a 

funeral, 

and the 

price has 

in-

creased 

by more 

than two 

thirds in 

the last 

10 years. 

Cremations now 

account for 77% of 

all funerals, and 

these fees have 

increased by 84% 

in the last decade. 

Likewise, funeral 

director prices have 

gone up by 68%, 

when inflation for 

the same period 

has only been 25%. 

Peter Rayner, 

NPC vice president 

said: “It’s no won-

der that the num-

ber of pauper’s 

funerals is now 

increasing, while 

those who have to 

organise a funeral 

are vulnerable and 

can be exploited.” 

Sign a friend up to 

receive copies of 

the Campaign!  
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Funeral 

costs 

soar  


