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There is  

widespread 

acceptance 

that the  

social care 

system is in 

crisis and in 

urgent need 

of action, yet 

the  

government 

appears  

unable to 

produce any 

solution 
© NPC 

 

T 
he NPC has criti-

cised the latest 

government delay 

to the social care Green 

Paper, which was quiet-

ly announced just days 

before MPs started their 

Christmas break. 

During the 2017 Gen-

eral Election campaign, 

the Conservative Party 

made a manifesto com-

mitment to introduce a 

Green Paper but its pub-

lication has now been 

delayed several times: 

from an original publica-

tion date of “summer 

2017” and then to “the 

end of 2017”. 

This was followed by a 

revised time frame of 

“before the summer 

Parliamentary re-

cess” (25 July 2018).  

Then in June 2018, 

the Health and Social 

Care Secretary an-

nounced a further delay 

to the “autumn” of 

2018 following the an-

nouncement that a ten-

year plan for the NHS 

would be developed. 

This commitment was 

later amended to 

“before the end of the 

year”. 

Then just before the 

Christmas break the 

government announced 

that the Green Paper 

would be published “at 

the first opportunity in 

2019”. 

In effect, this could 

mean any time in the 

next 12 months. 

Jan Shortt, NPC gen-

eral secretary said: 

“While the government 

dithers and delays hun-

dreds of thousands of 

older people and their 

families are struggling 

to cope with one of the 

most draconian means-

tested systems in the 

country.” 

“We need a tax-

funded, free at the point 

of delivery National 

Care Service now that 

caters for all those with 

care needs, and not just 

the people with the 

most severe condi-

tions.” 

As part of the National 

Dignity Action Day on 1 

February, NPC members 

across the country will 

be leafleting the public 

to explain how the cur-

rent system of social 

care funding is grossly 

unfair and needs tack-

ling as a matter of ur-

gency. 

Despite repeated re-

quests, the care minis-

ter, Caroline Dinenage 

has declined to meet 

the NPC. 

MPs line up to claim their free TV licences 

C 
ampaigners have hit out 

at a number of MPs after 

it emerged that they 

were claiming  TV licences as 

expenses at a time when many 

older pensioners faced having 

theirs axed. 

The NPC has warned that mil-

lions of over 75s may have to 

pay £150.50 to watch television 

in the future, after the govern-

ment handed responsibility for 

funding the concession to the 

BBC. 

As the Convention predicted at 

the time, the broadcaster is now 

claiming that it is unable to con-

tinue with the concession after 

2020 and is consulting on a 

range of alternative options - 

none of which include the cur-

rent arrangement. 

The NPC, Age UK and a num-

ber of other pensioner organisa-

tions have now joined forces to 

lobby the BBC and the govern-

ment over this issue. 

Model letters to MPs and de-

tails of how to fill in the BBC’s 

consultation document are avail-

able from the NPC on request. 

Supporters are also urged to 

sign a petition at: https://

campaigns.ageuk.org.uk/

page/34266/petition/1?

ea.tracking.id=ztag32cf 
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Campaign 

Dates 

Dignity Action Day 

Friday 1 February 

2019, NPC groups 

and regions across 

the UK will be hold-

ing events to high-

light the need for 

dignity in care. A 

key theme this time 

will be the need for 

a new, tax-funded 

National Care Ser-

vice. More details 

to follow 

 

Biennial Delegate 

Conference 2019 

NPC regions and 

national pensioner 

groups will gather 

in March to debate 

policy and elect 

officers. More de-

tails to follow 

 

Pensioners’  

Parliament 2019 

Tuesday-Thursday 

11-13 June, Winter 

Gardens, Black-

pool. Cost £10 or 

£5 for one day. The 

event will include 

an opening rally, 

specialist sessions, 

entertainment and 

a plenary session 

Pensioner poverty increases 

O 
ne in six pensioners 

is now living in pov-

erty as a result of 

declining home ownership, 

soaring rents and the bene-

fits freeze, according to the 

latest research from the Jo-

seph Rowntree Foundation. 

The figures are based on 

incomes below 60% of the 

median for all older people, 

taken after housing costs. 

They show that pensioner 

poverty has been rising since 

2012-13, so that 16% of all 

older people are currently in 

poverty, rising to 31% among 

those in social housing and 

36% among private renters. 

The Foundation claimed 

that those pensioners with-

out savings who don’t own 

their own home now face the 

biggest challenges. 

Around 20% of all pension-

ers currently rent and the 

proportion is set to grow. 

In addition, rents have ris-

en faster than housing bene-

fit for the last three years, 

and significant numbers of 

older people are now strug-

gling to fill the gap. 

It should also be recog-

nised that millions of older 

people who own a property, 

survive on an income of less 

than £15,000 a year.  

Ron Douglas, NPC presi-

dent said: “Future genera-

tions of pensioners are likely 

to have lower pensions, less 

savings and declining 

amounts of property wealth.” 

“That’s why improving the 

state pension and building 

more truly affordable housing 

are two key areas which can 

unite the generations in our 

campaigning.” 

The cashless challenge 

T 
he UK risks 

sleepwalk-

ing into be-

coming a cashless 

society with mil-

lions of people 

disadvantaged as 

a result, according 

to the Access to 

Cash study. 

Banknotes and 

coins are a neces-

sity for eight mil-

lion people, many 

of whom are strug-

gling with debt or 

live in rural areas. 

Whilst cash use 

has halved in the 

past 10 years, 

74% of people still 

use it to give to 

charity and window 

cleaners are paid 

with notes and 

coins in 85% of 

cases. 

More generally, 

the study also 

highlights a num-

ber of problems 

that a cashless 

society could cre-

ate: 

 There could be 

struggles in rural 

communities 

where alterna-

tive ways of pay-

ing would be 

affected by poor 

broadband  

 Those with physi-

cal or mental 

health problems 

might find it 

hard to use digi-

tal services 

 Levels of debt 

might rise, as 

budgeting is of-

ten easier with 

cash 

 There may be a 

loss of independ-

ence for those 

who use cash as 

a lifeline when in 

difficult or abu-

sive relation-

ships 

 Already there are 

higher prices for 

those who are 

unable to benefit 

from online ser-

vices or direct 

debits, and this 

will increase 

Peter Rayner, 

NPC vice president 

said: “Having easy 

access to your 

money and being 

able to manage 

your own financial 

affairs is a basic 

right that all older 

people should 

have.” 

“Progress 

shouldn’t mean 

some people get 

left behind.” 

T 
he roll out of 

Universal 

Credit (UC) 

will leave some 

pensioners worse 

off in the future, if 

their partner is be-

low pension age. 

A little known 

anomaly associated 

with UC is that 

mixed age couples 

will no longer be 

able to claim Pen-

sion Credit and in-

stead will have to 

apply for UC - which 

for a couple is 

worth 

around 

£500 

less a 

month. 

As a 

result of 

this rule, 

some 

pension-

ers 

would actually be 

better off living 

alone.  

Whilst the new 

rule will only apply 

to new claimants, 

in their current 

form they certainly 

discriminate 

against older peo-

ple who have a 

younger partner. 

Dot Gibson, NPC 

deputy general sec-

retary said: 

“Universal Credit 

was never intended 

for older people, 

but now they are 

being treated as if 

they are of working 

age.” 

“The government 

needs to stop this.” 

Sign a friend up to 

receive copies of 

the Campaign!  

E-Bulletin - simply 

send an email to: 

info@npcuk.org or 

follow us on  

Facebook and 

Twitter 
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Credit 

and 65+ 


