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The Lords’ 

report was just 

the latest in a 

long line that 

have attacked 

pensioners’ 

universal  

benefits © 

Daily Telegraph 

 

H 
undreds of pen-

sioners from 

across the coun-

try will again gather in 

Blackpool from 11-13 

June for the 2019 Pen-

sioners’ Parliament. 

The event comes amid 

attacks on older people, 

their pensions and enti-

tlements - and a grow-

ing crisis in care. 

Ron Douglas, NPC 

president said: “Now 

more than ever before, 

we need pensioners to 

get together and organ-

ise.”  

“We need to build the 

NPC in every part of the 

country and the Pen-

sioners’ Parliament is a 

great way of inspiring 

people to get active.” 

A 
new report from 

the House of 

Lords has pro-

posed scrapping the 

triple lock on state pen-

sions, removing the bus 

pass and winter fuel 

allowance, means-

testing the TV licence 

and making universal 

benefits subject to tax. 

In their attack, the 

peers scathingly re-

ferred to these conces-

sions as “outdated 

perks”. 

Whilst their report, 

entitled Tackling Inter-

generational Unfairness 

rightly recognises that 

younger people urgently 

need more support in 

finding affordable hous-

ing, better employment 

rights and improve-

ments in the availability 

of education - it wrongly 

assumes that punishing 

the older generation will 

provide a solution. 

Jan Shortt, NPC gen-

eral secretary said: “It’s 

ironic that a bunch of 

peers that are paid 

£305 a day just for turn-

ing up and then enjoy a 

subsidised meal at the 

public’s expense should 

argue that older people 

have never had it so 

good and should start to 

lose some of their enti-

tlements.” 

“They have completely 

ignored the fact that 

pensioner poverty is 

now increasing, loneli-

ness and isolation is 

growing across the 

country and the scale of 

winter deaths among 

older people last year 

reached a 40-year 

high.” 

The NPC has also 

pointed out that many 

of the additional univer-

sal benefits that pen-

sioners receive were 

originally introduced so 

that government could 

avoid raising the level of 

the state pension. 

Given that the UK 

state pension is bottom 

of the OECD league ta-

ble, the need for these 

benefits clearly re-

mains. 

Disappointingly, whilst 

the Lords accept that 

the main inequality in 

society is inside genera-

tions, rather than be-

tween them, the report 

claims that as this was 

not part of the remit of 

their inquiry they have 

not considered it.  

The Convention has 

argued that more than 

at any other period in 

our history, society is 

being divided and cate-

gorised in terms of the 

generation into which 

you were born.  

Such a divisive and 

simplistic approach in-

correctly assumes that 

all those born into the 

same generation have 

the same life experi-

ence and outcomes, yet 

we know that like all 

age groups, health, 

property wealth and 

income are not evenly 

or equally distributed.  

“Solutions to young 

people’s problems will 

not be found by reduc-

ing entitlements for 

pensioners,” said Ms 

Shortt. 

“Instead, improving 

the younger genera-

tion’s chances requires 

profound changes in 

how we structure our 

economy and distribute 

wealth.” 

Speaking with one voice at NPC Parliament 
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Campaign 

Dates 

Pensioners’  

Parliament 2019 

Tuesday-Thursday 

11-13 June, Winter 

Gardens, Black-

pool. Cost £10 or 

£5 for one day. 

Speakers include 

Dave Ward (CWU), 

Zita Holbourne 

(PCS), Emma Lewell

-Buck MP and Ed-

die Lynch (NI Older 

People’s Commis-

sioner). Sessions 

include intergener-

ational fairness, 

living without chil-

dren, housing and 

fuel poverty, the 

future of social 

care, transport and 

digital inclusion. 

Ticket price in-

cludes social even-

ing. Booking form 

on the NPC website 

or call the office 
 

Yorkshire and 

Humberside  

Transport Conf 

Saturday 1 June, 

11.30am-3.30pm, 

Barnsley Civic, free 

entry + lunch. Call 

07967348880 for 

details 

Green’s ‘big’ social care idea 

F 
ormer deputy Prime 

Minister, Damien 

Green has called for 

some social care to be pro-

vided free at the point of de-

livery through a new national 

scheme, but has failed to 

properly tackle the funding 

crisis in the system. 

Mr Green’s report for the 

Centre for Policy Studies 

comes ahead of the govern-

ment’s Green Paper on the 

future funding of care which 

is now expected to be pub-

lished in June. 

His proposal suggests that 

around half of all fees for 

domiciliary and residential/

nursing care could be paid by 

the state, with individuals 

being encouraged to save 

privately throughout their 

lives or on retirement to pay 

the rest. 

Green argues that the cost 

could be covered by taxing 

the winter fuel allowance, 

adding 1% onto National In-

surance for the over 50s and 

making other savings in pub-

lic spending. 

However, any new scheme 

he suggests would only apply 

to new cases, and anyone 

already in a care home would 

continue on the old system. 

Dot Gibson, NPC deputy 

general secretary said: “Mr 

Green has correctly identified 

what’s wrong with the current 

care system, but has then 

failed to come up with the 

right solution.” 

“People are already using 

their savings to pay for care 

and his proposal really only 

tinkers at the edges of the 

problem.” 

The NPC supports a Nation-

al Care Service, funded 

through general taxation. 

Bus pass aids good health 

N 
ew research from 

University College 

London has found 

that having a bus pass leads 

to a happier life.  

According to the study, old-

er people who receive con-

cessionary travel are more 

likely to enjoy a better quality 

of life, have greater life satis-

faction and fewer symptoms 

of depression than those 

who do not. 

The research also discov-

ered that older people with 

bus passes are more physi-

cally active & and less social-

ly isolated than those without 

one.  

The analysis comes after 

peers said last week that 

pensioners should be 

stripped of ‘outdated’ perks 

such as free bus passes, to 

make Britain fairer for young 

people.  

Lead author of the study Dr 

Sarah Jackson said: “Our 

research shows free bus trav-

el offers clear benefits to 

older people’s health and 

wellbeing.” 

“It helps them to stay ac-

tive and facilitates better 

contact with friends and fam-

ily, which has a positive im-

pact on mental and physical 

health.” 

Other studies have also 

shown the economic benefit 

of the concessionary bus 

travel scheme, with every £1 

spent generating at least 

£2.87 in benefits.  

These benefits accrue di-

rectly for the travellers them-

selves, other bus passengers 

and road users from 

transport network improve-

ments, and the wider com-

munity as well from wider 

economic and social impacts 

such as reductions in con-

gestion and pollution.  

P 
ensioners 

are paying 

around 

£4bn a year more 

in income tax than 

previously thought 

because of an er-

ror, HMRC figures 

reveal. 

A total of £17.9bn 

was raised by tax-

ing retired people's 

private and work-

place pensions in 

the financial year to 

April 2017. 

This has been 

revised up from an 

estimate 

of 

£13.5bn 

because 

HMRC 

has 

started 

using 

more 

reliable 

methods 

to calculate pay-

ments. 

It highlights the 

contribution to the 

public finances 

made by pension-

ers and offers more 

evidence to support 

the claim that bus 

passes, winter fuel 

payments and TV 

licences are not 

free - because older 

people continue to 

make a substantial 

contribution to-

wards their cost. 

In addition, 

around £57bn 

worth of care is 

also provided every 

year by the UK’s 

growing number of 

older carers.  

Sign a friend up to 

receive copies of 

the Campaign!  

E-Bulletin - simply 

send an email to: 

info@npcuk.org or 

follow us on  

Facebook and 

Twitter 

Older  

people  

and tax 


