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31 July 2019 
 
Rt. Hon. Boris Johnson 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
LONDON 
SW1A 2AA  
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
Re:  Free TV Licences for over 75s 
 
We watched with interest your campaign for the leadership of the Conservative Party and note that 
you have been particularly silent on the above matter. 
 
The ‘mistake’ made in the party manifesto for the June 2017 election cannot be used to justify the 
abdication of responsibility by the government for social welfare to the BBC – an unelected 
corporate body. 
 
There are clearly now some grave concerns regarding the decision arrived at by the BBC and how it 
will be implemented.  The cost to the government has already increased (means-testing does that), 
and the BBCs intention to use Capita to enforce payment of the licence fee is completely 
unacceptable. 
 
To continue to blame the BBC is frankly wearing thin and should it continue along these lines, will 
be a defining issue further down the line to a General Election. 
 
All this can be changed in a matter of minutes by you making a commitment to the older, most 
vulnerable population.  A generation that has done and paid everything they were asked to and 
more - their duty to the country over their lifetime.  Taking away their ‘window to the world’ is not 
what should be happening in the 21st century. 
 
There is cross-party support in parliament (excluding the Conservative Party of course), and an 
overwhelming majority within the general public for the government to ensure that over 75s are able 
to watch their TV free of charge. 
 
Very simply, all you have to do today is reinstate the free TV licence for all over 75s paid for by the 
government – not for the lifetime of this or any other government – but for their lifetime. 
 
We will continue to watch with interest. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jan Shortt 
General Secretary 
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